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as a marker of status and compares jewelry made for the tomb with
jewelry worn in life and shown in art. Chapter four surveys Egyptian
burial customs from 3500 BCE into the first millennium. Chapter five
interprets female-only burials around the king as his daughters, associated
with Hathor. The book features a thorough bibliography, many footnotes
(most cite only author: page), and ample black-and-white illustrations.
An appendix lists royal 12th-dynasty women, and a chronology lists
kings, 3000 BCE-395CE. Summing Up: Recommended. HH Upperdivision undergraduates and above.—S. Brown, J. Paul Getty Museum
51-6892
DS115
2013-46965 CIP
Hollander, William den. Josephus, the emperors, and the city of
Rome: from hostage to historian. Brill, 2014. 410p bibl indexes
afp (Ancient Judaism and early Christianity, 86) ISBN 9789004264335,
$149.00
Sometime around 65 CE, a young Judean, Yosef ben Matityahu,
went to Rome to intercede for several fellow priests, whom he later
described as kaloi kagathoi. His use of the ancient Greek term for
“gentlemen” indicates how integrated he was in Greco-Roman culture.
Later, ben Matityahu returned to Rome as the client of emperors
Vespasian and Titus and spent the last 30 years of his life there, taking
Roman citizenship and the name Josephus, and writing works that are
history’s main sources of Judean society at the time of Jesus and the
Jewish war. Hence, there are important questions: Who were Joseph’s
associates? His patrons, friends, and readers? A student of the eminent
Josephan Steve Mason, Hollander emulates his mentor in clarity and
close attention to sources. He succeeds in revising several prevailing
views of Josephus’s social position—an important contribution—and
in doing so, gives a useful survey of Flavian society. The work is
enhanced by three indexes (names and places, ancient sources, modern
authors) and a bibliography of no fewer than 63 pages, all pleasingly
presented on fine paper and in a solid, elegant binding. Summing Up:
Highly recommended. HHH Collections on ancient history and the
early church, upper-division undergraduates and above.—R. I. Frank,
emeritus, University of California, Irvine
51-6893
B618
2013-20720 CIP
Romm, James. Dying every day: Seneca at the court of Nero.
Knopf, 2014. 290p bibl index ISBN 9780307596871, $27.95
Romm (Bard College) centers his study on the relationship between
Seneca the Younger and Nero, emperor of Rome. Beginning with Seneca’s
role as tutor to Nero, Romm illuminates the influence and control
Seneca had on the impressionable youth. However, this influence waned
when Nero became emperor and propelled Rome into chaos, his antics
overshadowing Seneca’s brilliance as a writer and political philosopher.
This, according to the author, has created a misrepresentation of who
Seneca truly was. He has traditionally been labeled either a philosophical
moralist or a gluttonous political schemer. However, until Romm, no
historian saw Seneca as both. Romm takes a groundbreaking approach
by combining the two versions of Seneca and, in doing so, provides a
better understanding of one of Rome’s most influential leaders. This is
ultimately a study of one man’s struggle to comprehend the workings of
the world amid the chaotic actions of a despotic emperor, including the
murder of several members of the royal family, the great fire, and a “savage
purge that destroyed the supreme minds of the Senate’s golden age.”
Summing Up: Highly recommended. HHH All levels/libraries.—M. A.
Byron, Young Harris College
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51-6894
DS556
2013-40484 CIP
Gunn, Geoffrey C. Rice wars in colonial Vietnam: the Great Famine
and the Viet Minh road to power. Rowman & Littlefield, 2014. 323p
bibl index afp ISBN 9781442223028, $89.00; ISBN 9781442223035
e-book, $87.99
Famine and war are frequent bedfellows, with civilian deaths due
to starvation and malnutrition sometimes outnumbering battlefield
casualties. This scenario was clearly the case in colonial Indochina
as WW II reached its climax. The great famine of 1944-45 is largely
unknown or forgotten in the West, and this new book by Gunn (emer.,
Nagasaki Univ., Japan) appears to be the first title in English to discuss it
at length. In examining the famine, Gunn discusses the role of natural
disaster, rice requisitions by the occupying Japanese forces, and ineffective
administration by Vichy French authorities. However, most of the
book is a prelude to the famine itself, as Gunn examines Vietnamese
agriculture, prewar resistance to French rule, and the rise of the Viet Minh
and its efforts to gain a foothold in rural areas. This book is a welcome
addition to scholarship on Vietnam, but its organization, complex
content, and writing style may place it beyond the grasp of general readers
or most undergraduate students. Summing Up: Recommended. HH
Researchers, faculty, graduate students.—D. R. Graber, Wayne State College
51-6895
DS918
2013-27920 CIP
Haruki, Wada. The Korean War: an international history, by Wada
Haruki; tr. by Frank Baldwin. Rowman & Littlefield, 2014. 380p bibl
index afp ISBN 9781442223295, $44.00
Haruki (emer., Univ. of Tokyo) has published works on Russian
history as well as North Korea, thus bringing strong credentials to this
well-researched, dispassionate book. For years, left-wing historians
have viewed the Korean Conflict as a civil war that the US should
have avoided. Using recently released Russian documents, the author
demonstrates that the Korean Conflict was Stalin’s war. This work is
noteworthy chiefly for the perspectives of the combatant leaders—Joseph
Stalin, Mao Zedong, Kim Il Sung, Harry Truman, and Syngman Rhee.
The emphasis thus is on the war’s political and diplomatic history, with
just brief reference to the military. It is truly excellent in showing the
effects of the war, clearly demonstrating that the chief beneficiaries were
Japan and Taiwan; both reaped rewards politically and economically at
no cost to themselves. Extensive documentation, a recent bibliography, a
good index, and adequate maps are strengths. A glossary explaining the
endless barrage of Korean and Chinese names would have been useful, as
well as pictures of the war’s leading figures. Still, this book belongs with
other classic works on the conflict, such as Max Hastings’s The Korean
War (CH, Jul’88) and Bruce Cumings’s The Korean War: A History (2010).
Summing Up: Essential. HHHH Upper-division undergraduates and
above.—M. O’Donnell, formerly, CUNY College of Staten Island
51-6896
DS925
2013-38505 CIP
Henry, Todd A. Assimilating Seoul: Japanese rule and the politics of
public space in colonial Korea, 1910-1945. California, 2014. 299p
bibl index afp ISBN 9780520276550, $49.95; ISBN 9780520958418
e-book, $49.95
Seoul, the capital city of Korea, was called Keijō when the Korean
peninsula was a Japanese colony (1910-45), and is the lens through
which Henry (Univ. of California, San Diego) analyzes Japanese colonial
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governmental policies. He does this by pursuing a broad range of topics
connected to public and private spaces in Keijō, from the seemingly basic
redesign of city streets to complex efforts by the colonial government
to assimilate Koreans spiritually (ordering visits to Shinto shrines and
distributing Shinto amulets to households), civically (promoting Japanese
hygienic values), and materially (enjoining Koreans to visit exhibitions
that promote scientific and technological progress, and thus capital
production). Henry does an excellent job of highlighting counterintuitive
moments. This is not a simple story of a colonial government oppressing
the populace from above, but a mix of reactions from both Koreans
and expatriate Japanese of lower and elite classes, sometimes acting
in unexpected ways. This first deep study of colonial Seoul builds on
scholarship on Korean colonialism as well as the Japanese imperial period
more generally. Summing Up: Highly recommended. HHH Upperdivision undergraduates and above.—M. J. Wert, Marquette University
51-6897
HQ1593
MARC
Mickelson-Gaughan, Joan. The ‘incumberances’: British women
in India, 1615-1856. Oxford, 2014 (c2013). 277p bibl index ISBN
9780198092148, $39.95
Mickelson-Gaughan, retired Michigan community college teacher,
gives voice to a plethora of British women in India, who mostly remain
unknown. Women were seen as “incumbrances” to the work of their
husbands employed by the East India Company, and initially banned
from India. After 1857, they were blamed for hardening racial attitudes
between British and Indians. Mickelson-Gaughan offers a more rounded
picture of the lives of British women in India, covering the ages of the
“factory” (1615-1757), the “nabobs” (1757-1805), and “improvement”
(1805-1856). She highlights how some women were full partners in
their husbands’ work; some prospered as widows inheriting property
(sometimes several times over); some engaged in business, especially
as upscale hotel keepers, and in trade; and some became intellectually
involved in recording Indian traditions and everyday life. Many retired
in India, living comfortably, preferring not to face the hazardous journey
home. A superb bibliography offers a list of primary and secondary
sources that provide a fuller account of many of the extraordinary
women who populate these pages. This is a fine precursor to Margaret
MacMillan’s Women of the Raj (1988), which mostly covers the post1857 period. Summing Up: Highly recommended. HHH All levels/
libraries.—R. D. Long, Eastern Michigan University
51-6898
DS895
2013-12417 CIP
Pearson, Richard. Ancient Ryukyu: an archaeological study of
island communities. Hawai’i, 2013. 396p bibl index afp ISBN
9780824837129, $55.00
Drawing heavily on unpublished and mostly inaccessible Japanese
survey and excavation reports, Pearson (emer., Univ. of British Columbia,
Canada) weaves a masterful narrative of societal development in the Ryukyu
Islands from the time of earliest human occupation around 30,000 BCE
through the establishment of the Ryukyu Kingdom under Satsuma in 1609
CE. The book’s first half focuses on the impact that the environment had
in shaping the communities of the islands’ earliest inhabitants; the second
describes the effects of immigration and long-distance interaction with
neighbors in East and Southeast Asia on societal development within the
archipelago. Pearson attributes the emergence of the Ryukyu Kingdom in
the 15th century to the growth of Asian maritime trade and the islands’
ideal location as a western Pacific entrepôt. The Ryukyu Kingdom thus
departs from the general pattern of state formation in East Asia, where
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agrarian production, landownership, materials acquisition, and control
over the manufacture and distribution of metal goods was the basis of
most political development. Certain to be of interest to archaeologists
and historians of East and Southeast Asia, in addition to those studying
island communities. Summing Up: Recommended. HH Advanced
undergraduates through professionals, as well as informed general
readers.—C. E. Peterson, University of Hawai’i at Manoa
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51-6899
DS135
2013-14774 CIP
Beorn, Waitman Wade. Marching into darkness: the Wehrmacht
and the Holocaust in Belarus. Harvard, 2014. 314p index ISBN
9780674725508, $39.95; ISBN 9780674726604 e-book, $39.95
Disturbing and fascinating, this book reveals how many German
soldiers were complicit in mass murder in Belarus during WW II.
Surviving records and postwar testimonies construct detailed descriptions
of events in regions with little combat. Supposed anti-partisan sweeps
covered seizure and shooting of Jewish civilians, including women,
children, and infants. While a few German soldiers refused to shoot
Jews, most had no compunction about rounding up, guarding, and
catching Jews trying to escape killing sites. In rare instances, German
unit commanders outright refused to allow their men to participate in
any way in the dishonorable killing. Key motivating factors that turned
ordinary soldiers into uniformed mass murderers were agreement with
the policy, obedience to authority, and fear of rejection by their peers.
Beorn (Univ. of Nebraska at Omaha) supplements German sources
with available translations of Yiddish, Hebrew, and Slavic sources. The
lack of a bibliography damages the book’s overall value, reflecting the
publisher’s decision to save space and some money. Nevertheless, the
author combines excellent research, careful analysis, and clarity of writing
to produce a model work of humane historical scholarship. Summing
Up: Highly recommended. HHH All levels/libraries.—R. M. Shapiro,
Brooklyn College
51-6900
DAW1046
2013-13357 CIP
Berend, Nora. Central Europe in the High Middle Ages: Bohemia,
Hungary and Poland c.900—c.1300, by Nora Berend, Przemysław
Urbań Czyk and Przemysław Wiszewski. Cambridge, 2014 (c2013).
536p bibl index ISBN 9780521781565, $99.00; ISBN 9780521786959
pbk, $35.99
This welcome synthesis provides an up-to-date history of the High
Middle Ages in a region that is too little-known and understood in the
Anglophone world. Berend (Cambridge Univ.) was responsible for
sections on Hungary; Urbań Czyk (Cardinal Wyszyński Univ., Warsaw,
and Polish Academy of Sciences) and Wiszewski (Wrocław Univ., Poland)
wrote the sections on Bohemia and Poland. Their collaboration has
created a very readable study representing the latest in current scholarship.
(Most citations in their helpful notes and bibliography are to materials
published in the last two decades.) The volume begins with Berend’s
excellent historiographical chapter on the concept of Central Europe and
its medieval history. Subsequent chapters treat the origins of the peoples
and polities in the region, state formation and Christianization, politics,
society, the economy, ecclesiastical and cultural history, and the crucial
13th century, in which new developments transformed the region. Each
of these chapters begins with an introduction establishing a framework

CHOICE

2245

